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“It's People | Want, Not Things” 


VAT 


, By S. L. Morgan, Sr. 


VA 


A church society sent a lonely old lady a Christmas box of good things and a lovely hot dinner 
on a decorated tray. She accepted it gratefully as a gracious act. But she told the man who brought 
it, “Tell the kind ladies, I thank them sincerely, but tell them it is people I want, not things.” 
ie I know, even from experience, what the old saint meant. Countless thousands of lonely old peo- 
a ple deeply long to say the same thing. I’m not guessing. Some widely published articles on the lone- 
_liness of old people have brought me in the past few years literally hundreds of letters from lonely 
_ old people from across the continent in gratitude for my telling the world just how lonely is their 
suffering for people who care about them. 
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: A great old widow of a minister in Texas, during her last several years wrote me often both how 
# painful was her loneliness and how painful the loneliness of other old people she knew. Nor was 
4 she a grouch soured by neglect. Her pastor wrote me once what a radiant soul she was and how 
_ helpful she was to him and others—writing many poems that she sent to«he sick and shut-ins near 


and far. 
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She wrote, “I visited much as long as I could walk, but at 80 I became a shut-in. I was long ac- 

_ tive as teacher and leader in our Sunday school and missionary groups. I’m not complaining; I’m only 
thinking of the hundreds of lonely people less fortunate than I. It only seems strange how many 
__ weeks pass in which no one from my church comes in with a cheery word, or even rings my phone. 
i In my good home and with a loving daughter, I can stand it. But I grieve for those less fortunate.” 
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f __ My own experience makes her meaning poignant to me. The young wife of a professor spoke to 
ee me at the post office a comforting word without a parallel in all my life, save only the word that 
came with tears from a neighbor at my mother’s death. The young woman had heard of the mental 
: breakdown of my one-time brilliant wife and soul-companion. With a look of deep sympathy that 
1 went to my heart, she said only, “I’m so sorry!” It sang its comfort in my heart all day long. She 
Zs understood my lonely Gethsemane and really cared. The same day she appeared at my door with 
something for the table, but didn’t come in—then nor since. If she only had! Even to her, and to the 
- world, I’d like to say strongly, “It’s PEOPLE we want in our Gethsemane, not things.” 
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I’d like to ring that word into the hearts of all philanthropists, all social and welfare workers, all 
church groups: “It’s people we want, not things!” 
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THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


News and Notes 


NOTICE TO WMS MEMBERS: 
The end of the fiscal year of the 
Synodical Women’s Missionary Society 
is March 31. Local societies are re- 
minded that all contributions and dues 
for this year should be in the hands 
of District Treasurers by March 20. 
Contributions in the cause of foreign 
missions have been very gratifying 
throughout the year. Only one item 
on our budget is still lacking in funds, 
si namely, the Dana Foundation. I am 
sure that the fulfilling of our commit- 
ment to this item is of concern to the 
women of our church. 
Mrs. James W. Olsen 
Synodical WMS Treasurer 


“Good news comes from Our Sa- 
viour’s Lutheran Church, Lincoln, con- 
cerning the results from their adver- 
-_ tisement placed in “The Ansgar Lu- 
_ theran” a short time ago, offering 

_ five-year notes in order to help fi- 
nance the completion of their new 
educational building. Pastor James 
_ Olsen informs us that the first reply 
offered the total amount needed, and 
_ since that time well over a dozen in- 
__‘ quiries and offers have been received. 

_ They appreciate the wonderful re- 
sponse in offers of assistance to their 

congregation.” 


THE JOINT UNION COMMITTEE 
MEETS 

Be The first meeting of the Joint Union 
_ Committee in 1959 was held in Chi- 
cago, March 3-4. The observer who 
watches the men at work now, can- 
_ not help to be reminded of the same 
men at work 4-5 years ago. At that 
_ time there were many problems that 
_ often caused a great deal of trouble 
and sometimes embarassment. These 
were the days of big issues. As the 
men work now one gets the impres- 
sion that the work is so much easier. 
z There is not the nervous tension, 
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which was often present five years 
ago. The observer gets the feeling 
that this is already one church at 
work. The meeting in Chicago han- 
dled many reports which indicate that 
the workers are beginning to get the 
building of the new church ready for 
use. The many reports on the prob- 
lems in the districts were clarified. 
The constituting convention was plan- 
ned. Problems of legal counsel, prob- 
lems of transition, etc. were taken care 
of. 

Dr. William Larsen was elected 
president of the Committee to succeed 
Dr. Tillman Sogge, who died in Jan- 
uary. Dr. O. G. Malmin was elected 
vice president. Dr. Wm. Young con- 
tinues as secretary. 

The Joint Union Committee also 
sent a wire to Dr. John W. Behnken, 
President of the Lutheran Church— 
Missouri Synod, asking him to clarify 
his recent statement with respect to 
the doctrinal position of The ALC. 
We quote from a news release of the 
National Lutheran News Bureau: 

Representatives of three Lutheran 
bodies that will unite next year have 
called upon the president of the Lu- 
theran Church—Missouri Synod - to 
back up his recent charge that the 
doctrinal position of their new Church 
is “in a state of flux.” 

The demand, directed to Dr. John 
W. Behnken of St. Louis, Mo., was 
made by the Joint Union Committee 
of the Evangelical, American and 
United Evangelical Lutheran Churches 
during a two-day meeting of its 27 
members here, March 3-4. 

These groups are now completing 
plans for merger into a single body 
of more than two million members, 
to be known as “The American Lu- 
theran Church.” 

The constituting convention of The 
ALC will be held in Minneapolis, 
which will be its headquarters, April 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Addition to List in Feb. 23 Issue 


‘May 27, 10:00 am. 
July 14-255. ee 
August 24-28 


September 8 ....... 
November 12-13 .... 


May 6, 7 and 8.... 


ligious News Service, and 


Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa 
Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa 


Blair, Nebraska 
Blair, Nebraska 


Much of our news is received from Re- 


the N 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Comal 


22-24, 1960, and the new Church v 
begin to function the following J nr 
ib g 
In a night letter wired to Dr. Behn: 
ken on March 4, the Joint Union Com 2 
mittee asked for a meeting “to inter 
pret and clarify this evaluation of our 
doctrinal position.” i 

The JUC suggested that the meetir 
should be held between its Committee 
on Inter-Lutheran Relations and ¢@ 
comparable committee of the Missoury 
Synod. | 

Dr. Behnken’s views were revealect 
earlier this year when the Missour: 
Synod “respectfully declined” an inj 


vitation from the National Lutherarm 
Council for an exploratory meeting 
discuss further possibilities for Lu 
theran cooperation and ways of ad 
vancing it. ; 
In a letter made public at the NLC 
annual meeting in Milwaukee early 
in February, Dr. Behnken questior 
the doctrinal soundness of both th 
three-way merger and the union unde! 
negotiation between four other 
theran bodies. The latter are t 
United, Augustana, Finnish Evangeli 
cal (Suomi Synod) and America 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches. 
As reasons for rejecting the Cou 
cil’s overture, Dr. Behnken cited th 
belief of the Missouri Synod’s repre 
sentatives that the doctrinal positions 
of both merger groups are “in a state 
of flux.” > | 
“Our men believe that doctrinal d 
cussion and doctrinal agreement | 
very essential,” he added. “At pre 
however, such agreement needs to 
clarified by the bodies entering union 
In taking their action here, the. 
bers of the Joint Union Commi‘ 
sharply challenged Dr. Behnken’s c 
cism as being contrary to fact. 
The position of The ALC, they said, 
is clearly set forth in the Unitek 
Testimony on Faith and Life, a di c- 
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irrows of God 
ee Ppraisal of the Lutheran Witness in Colombia 
By Missionary A. C. Morck 


Be cust. 1958, Lutheran church papers in the Western 
sphere reported the organization of a new Lutheran 
known as “Iglesia Evangelica Luterana—Sinodo de 
nbia” (Evangelical Lutheran Church—Colombia Synod). 
of them, “The Ansgar Lutheran,” incorrectly made a 
er comment to the effect that there already existed 
ver Evangelical Lutheran Church in Colombia with a 
ership of some over 2,000. Reference was to the 
gn-language congregations of Bogota, Cali, Medellin, 
» and Barranquilla, which, however, are not bound to- 
ry in any sort of a national organization. These con- 
tions, under Lutheran World Federation auspices, 
i be described as foreign islands of Lutheran tradition 
European culture with no purpose in mind of witnessing 
-non-churched or the nominal Romanism which sur- 
s them. These congregations and other smaller foreign 
e Lutheran groups in Colombia, are served by Pas- 
nst Hochstrasser with residence in Bogota, and Pastor 
n Muller with residence in Cali. At present Ger- 
Peruvian “Diakon” Frederick Tidow is assisting in the 
congregation. 

rtant for their self-preservation in the faith, these 
May some day play an important part in the evan- 
on of nominally-Roman Colombia. This can happen 
sense of Christian responsibility for the salvation 
neighbors ceases to be eclipsed by their loyalty to 
language culture and spurs them into an active, 
ious witness for Christ. We have been asked occasion- 
pat relation, if any, exists between this European Lu- 
n element and the Colombian Church. We dare say 


and where their congregations do not discourage 
LWF pastors and workers have on several occasions 
d invitations to take part in special activities of the 
jan Church. If our common faith, preached and 
to all without reservations and distinctions, were 
en as the common denominator, we should im- 
tely be launched together on the great mutual task 
iting and extending the Church in Colombia. 
there, then, exist an indigenous Lutheran witness 
mbia? What is the significance of the organization 
olombia Synod last July? What is the importance 
tiny congregations (and one more in the process of 
ing) meeting to form a “synod”? Perhaps it was 
ous to call ourselves a “synod”? Why not just a 
or a dependent of the North American “Mother 
on which it is still very obviously dependent for 
ter part of its financial support? 

, in spite of its small number of members (585 
the end of 1958), its present financial impotency and 
of maturity, it does bear the main characteristics 
digenous body: self-propagation and self-govern- 


carcely more than twenty years since the first Lu- 
missionaries began to plow and sow this field of 
gdom. A few groups of believers had been won 
regations organized) when one of the cruelest 
ions in modern times was unleashed upon these 
ess sheep—yet not defenseless, for they have by the 
God survived more than ten years of discrimina- 
See at the hands of bigoted political and 


Mr. Gustavo Rodriguez M., director of Synod’s educational 
set-up, stands by ruins of parsonage at Parpa (Socota). In 
right background is new chapel under construction. 


Be ali 
Mr. Jose Ayala, pioneer and charter member of “The Good 
Shepherd” congregation at Parpa, harvests his wheat. 
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Funeral of one of the members of “The Good Shepherd wr) 
at Parpa, x Sia 
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Church News from here and there 


MIAMI CLERGYMEN ISSUE 
STATEMENT SUPPORTING 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

One hunderd and twenty-five Prot- 
estant and Jewish clergymen of Great- 
er Miami signed a statement declaring 
“the public school system must not be 
destroyed.” 

Similar in intent to a statement 
issued recently by 311 Atlanta, Ga., 
clergymen, the document was circulat- 
ed by a committee headed by Dr. 
Harold Buell of White Temple Meth- 
odist church through the Greater Mi- 
ami Ministerial Association. 

Signed by the clergymen “as in- 
dividuals and not as_ representing 
churches or synagogues,” the statement 
also made these points: 

1. “Freedom of speech must at ail 
costs be preserved.” 

2. “As Americans and as religious 
leaders, we have an obligation to 
obey the law.” 

3. “Hatred and scorn for those of 
another race, or for those who hold 
a position different from our own, can 
never be justified.” 

4. “Communication between respon- 
sible leaders of the races must be 
maintained.” 

5. “Our difficulties cannot be solved 
in our own strength or in human 
wisdom but only through prayer and 
obedience to the will of God.” 


A LUTHERAN LEGISLATURE 

Lutherans, with 69 members, make 
up 35 per cent of the Minnesota state 
legislature, according to a census of 
church preferences made by the Rev. 
Wilbur Korfhage, executive secretary 
of the United Temperance Movement 
of Minnesota. 

Roman Catholics are second, with 
44 members. 

Others follow in this order: 

Presbyterians, 24; Methodists, 21; 
Congregationalists, 11; Baptists, 4; 
Episcopalians, Covenant and United 
Evangelical United Brethren, 3 each, 
Eastern Orthodox, Unitarians and 
Mennonites, 2 each; Jewish, Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed, Reformed, Univer- 
salists, Moravian and Christian Science, 
1 each. Three have no church affilia- 
tion. 

Only one member of the legislature 
is a clergyman. He is Rep. Clarence 
Langley, Red Wing, Minn., a retired 
Presbyterian minister. 


LUTHERAN BOARD SCHEDULES 
SEMINARS FOR MINISTERS 

The Board of Social Missions of the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
has scheduled 21 seminars on Christian 
Social Responsibility this year for Lu- 
theran pastors in the United States, 
Canada, and Puerto Rico. 


The Rev. Rufus Cornelsen, ULCA 
Director of Social Action, said the 
purpose of the seminars for this year 
is to “confront pastors with a critical 
assessment of the ministry of the 
Church in the world today in light of 
a rapidly changing social scene and 
sharp social tensions.” 

The Rev. Mr. Cornelsen also said 
the program is aimed at “raising the 
question whether the Church is ef- 
fective in addressing itself to the prob- 
lems of our world or whether it is 
content to live in a state of withdrawal 
from public issues.” 

He said there is a real danger that 
the church is becoming so preoccupied 
with its own institutional problems 
that it is not sensitive to the problems 
of the world. 

Through the seminars, the Rev. Mr. 
Cornelsen added, it is hoped that the 
attending pastors will ask themselves 
whether they are fulfilling the will 
of God in their vocations as leaders 
of the church. 


AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH 
DENOUNCE ROCK-’N-ROLL 

Rock-’n-roll was denounced as a 
threat to young people’s morals in a 
statement issued at Sydney, Australia 
by the Catholic Youth Movement of 
Australia. 

“Many youths, both boys and girls, 
claim that the very rhythm has for 
them a sensual effect, and therefore 
it is more difficult to maintain one’s 
poise and self-respect,” the statement 
said. 

Declaring that instances in which 
rock-’n-roll has caused boys to lose 
their respect for girls are “legion,” the 
statement said, “We find that girls lose 
their own self-respect and abandon 
that reserve so essential to preserve 
the morals of our youth.” 

“The two main failings in rock-’n- 
roll,” the statement added, “are the 
lack of modesty and the lack of self- 
restraint. The lack of modesty is ob- 
vious enough, but worse still is the 
freedom of movement of both parties. 
Humanly speaking, it is impossible to 
maintain one’s self-respect under such 
conditions.” 

The statement was authorized on be- 
half of the Young Christian Workers 
and the National Girls’ Movement by 
Father Kevin Toomey, national YCW 
chaplain. It said the Catholic Youth 
Movement strongly advises young peo- 
ple “to seek healthy entertainments, 
where a dignified restraint is the ac- 
cepted norm.” 


DANISH CHURCH-GOING 
SEEN ON INCREASE 

Church attendance in Denmark has 
been slowly increasing in recent years, 


March 16, 1 
; | 
in the opinion of Lutheran Bis 
Erik Jensen of Aalborg, Denmarill 

‘Men of today are once more reay 
ing for true piety and mystical expe 
ence in fellowship with God,” the } 
late said in an interview quoted 
Kristeligt Dagblad, church newspat 
published here. . 

Bishop Jensen cited no figures 
support his opinion that the once ne& 
ly empty churches are beginning 
have more worshippers, and he sg 
this judgment “may possibly not q 
fit in the calculations of certain ry 
simistic church members.” =| 

Nevertheless, he said, “if the 
ber of communicants today is ec 
pared with that of 25 years ago, it 
quite evident that it has increased! 
many places. As far as I can make ¢ 
it is the Church and the things ti 
are going on in the church build} 
which command growing interest, qu 
aside from religious gatherings.” ;| 

The churchman said he felt ama 
the laity a “new longing is catchy 
fire in the human mind like fire: 
dry grass.” This is going on, he we 
mented, “despite the unsparingly nall 
kind of preaching by the clergynr 
of our generation which often 
nounces any sort of contemplation, 
even the faintest sign of results; 


‘the inner man’ in connection w 
the Christian life.” 

| 
FOR CHANGING CITIES . 

Maximum co-operative effort i 

best way to achieve the basic purps 
of the Christian church of develop) 
“good people and a good commurm 
according to Christian standards.” 


One of a number of “principles ¢ 
program suggestions for the L 
church,” this advice was presented 1 
the Church Federation of Grea 
Dayton to members of a convocat# 
on The Church in the Changing € os 
in Dayton, Ohio. 


MAXIMUM CHURCH 
CO-OPERATION URGED 


Other principles were that — 
church’s primary responsibility is 
the area immediately surounding _ 
and “the church program shoul 
vide for the needs of all age 
with special consideration being ¢ 
to the increasing ip os 
people.” 


Dr. Paul O. Madsen of Now ‘Yoo 
associate executive secretary of 4 
American Baptist Home Mission 
cieties, told delegates that chu 
should be concerned with metror 


areas ten years ago may fin 
selves in blighted environ m 
years from now, he ee 


MR. CASH SPEAKS 


Mr. Cash Speaks is the wrestler’s 
ne. He is a quiet person. He seldom 
KS much and when he does it is in 
tones and volume. He is not the 
Dkesman for causes at the congre- 
tional meeting. He does not “speak 
mind” on a controversial subject. 
r. Speaks operates a small busi- 
, and from this realizes a substan- 
profit. Members of the community 
upon him as a successful business- 


embers of the chamber of com- 
prce had become concerned about 
swimming pool for the community. 
mmmittees had been appointed. Re- 
rts had been received. Speeches had 
en made. Articles had been written 
the newspaper. Many had express- 
‘themselves in favor of the project. 
1 felt that there was a need. Senti- 
pnt was in favor of the pool. Yet, 
€ was no pool. 


The swimming pool enthusiasts came 
Mr. Speaks. They said, “Mr. Speaks, 
at do you think about this town 
ying a swimming pool?” 


Pil give $1000 toward its construc- 
n.” This was all he said. It was all 
ft he needed to say. It was what 


is needed to get action. 


Speaks’ reply moved the swim- 
pool project to another phase. 
on. He knew that speeches and 
rsation do not build pools. He 
knew that it would require cash. 
efore, his answer had to be in 
ns of what he would give of money 
ild it. The amount of money he 
willing to give to build the pool 
-the true measure of how much 
eally wanted the community to 
a pool. It was the most convinc- 
ethod to demonstrate his interest 
he project. 
church that needs money to carry 
program is effective to the ex- 
that those who believe in its 
1 support their alleged faith 
what is required to do the work 
mey. When asked, “What do you 
of the church’s program?” their 
swer is in what they will give 


A Short, Fat, Cross? 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 
Sir: 


During Lent the cross of Christ seems to be just a little more on 
people’s minds than during other seasons. We can say that this ought 
not to be, that the cross should be prominent during all seasons, but 
the cross is prominent in all seasons only for the truly deep Christians. 
I think that a person’s Christianity is measurable in only one sense: 
By the dimension of depth. 


In the Saturday Evening Post, some time ago, Paul Tillich had a 
lengthy article entitled: “The Lost Dimension in Religion.” The lost 
dimension was the dimension of depth. He pointed out that while re- 
ligion today is greatly concerned with humanitarian activities and 
with the betterment of human relations, it is failing in these very 
enterprises mainly because of the lostness of the dimension of depth 
—he calls it the vertical aspect of religion. According to Tillich, there 
is so much of the horizontal that the vertical has faded into the back- 
ground. People have stopped asking of each other WHAT they believe 
and are now only concerned with the question: Do you believe? What 
you believe matters not. Just respect my religion and I will respect 
yours. 


It has occurred to me of late that this sick condition of current 
“Christianity” can be picturesquely symbolized by the dimensions of 
the cross itself. The cross on which Jesus died was a tall cross. The 
vertical section was much more prominent than the horizontal cross- 
bar. Jesus was not crucified in a horizontal position either. He was 
not nailed to a short, fat cross. It was tall. It lifted Him up. “And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” 


When the tall cross is taken out of the church’s message or practice, 
or out of both, we have a condition similar to the situation described 
by C. S. Lewis in his book, “The Abolition of Man” in which he be- 
speaks the need for “men with chests.” He wants tall men. He wants 
men who will not only reach out but also upward. Lewis makes an- 
other striking point when he speaks of modern man expecting geld- 
ings to be fruitful. Geldings are sterilized animals. 


Take Christ out of our efforts to get people to behave in a Chris- 
tian manner and we are expecting offspring from geldings. Substitute 
for the tall cross on which Jesus died, a short, fat cross which does 
not lift up the Son of God, but leaves him reclining in ease (as 
though on a psychiatric couch), and we have completely destroyed 


the very heart of the Christian message to the world. Take the cross | 


out of Christian life—I speak of sacrifice and difficulty and other un- 
pleasant things—and you have no Christian life. Jesus did not say 
to people: “Come on, have fun with me.” He said; “Take up your 
cross and follow me.” 


Until we see the cross of Christ as a tall structure, one on which 
the Son of Man and the Son of God was truly lifted up, the cross we 
ourselves supposedly carry will not be of true dimensions. It will be 
light, smooth, short, and fat. Even this easy cross will seem to exhaust 
us when our spiritual stomachs are larger than our chests, And is it 
not true that the light, short, smooth, and fat cross that we hardly 
dare place upon the people of the Christian church today is so often 
carried most ineptly and with much demand from the bearer that it 
be made no heavier, for it is already overburdening him? 


I like contemporary church architecture when the architect re- 
members that no matter how broad the building, it must have on it 
or by it, preferably elevated by a tall tower or steeple, A TALL 


CROSS! 


Yours, 
Scrip Sundry. 
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The American Lutheran Church will 


Unity Begins with You 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


Third in a series — by Robert C. Gremmels 


Trace the Structural Patterns 


If the American Lutheran Church is 
to have more than two million mem- 
bers, differing in backgrounds and 
scattered throughout the United States 
and Canada, the next logical question 
is: How are all these people going 
to fit together into a unified fellow- 
ship? Even though they may be united 
in spirit, what will make them an or- 
ganized Church and not just a con- 
genial collection of congregations? 
How will they work together as a 
unit? Who will determine the poli- 
cies? Who will direct the various 
operations? What will be the role of 
the laity? 

“T think I’m beginning to under- 
stand what the new Church is going 
to mean to me,” said Bill Davis. “At 
least I have a little better idea now 
as to who’s going to be in it. But lI 
don’t see how I fit into the over-all 
structure. Will I be able to serve the 
Church in any way other than through 
my own congregation?” 

Like most well-meaning laymen, Bill 


4 Davis would never think of suggesting 


openly that either his present Church 
or the Church to come might be run 
as a bureaucracy. And he has been 
an active churchman long enough to 
know that, although the congregation 
is the center of one’s church activity, 
Christian service has no boundaries. 
What Bill really wants to know is 
how the new Church will be operated, 
and whether he’ll be able to contribute 
anything to it besides dollar bills. 

If Bill Davis examines the organiza- 
tional chart on pages 8 and 9 he 
will notice that the new Church is 
divided into 19 geographical districts, 
and that each district is divided geo- 
graphically into conferences composed 
Since everyone in 


have to be a member of one of its 
congregations, this district grouping 
includes all two million members and 
equals the Church Body, symbolized 
at the top of the chart. 


Depicted just below the Church 
Body is the General Convention, com- 
posed of about 1,000 representatives 
(half of them laymen) elected from 


the Church Body and vested with the 


highest constitutional authority in the 


Church. The General Convention, 
which meets every two years (in Oc- 
tober), determines the Church’s pro- 
gram and sees that it is carried out. 


Whether or not Bill Davis ever 
serves as an official delegate to a 
General Convention he will always be 
represented by voting members from 
his own conference and district and 
thus will always have a voice in the 
affairs of the Church. Here’s how it 
will work: During the district conven- 
tion immediately preceding a General 
Convention (districts meet every year) 
the conference to which Bill’s congre- 


gation belongs will nominate a speci-— 


fied number of delegates and alter- 
nates. So will each of the other con- 
ferences. These nominees will then 
be-elected by the district convention. 

If Bill Davis is a member in good 
standing of any congregation in the 
district he can qualify to serve as a 
delegate. The only other requirement 
is that he be at least 21 years of age, 
which he is. Since there are no re- 
strictions on women delegates, Mrs. 
Davis will be eligible, too—if she’li 
admit she’s over 21. 

Suppose Bill Davis is not elected to 
represent his district at a convention. 
Does that mean that he can make his 
views known to the General Conven- 
tion only through his delegates? Not 
at all. Even though the right to vote 
will be limited to official delegates, 
each congregation will be permitted to 
send (at its own expense) two offi- 
cial observers, who will have the right 
to speak from the convention floor at 
any time. Thus Bill will have impor- 
tant voice representation from his own 
community—and chances are, he him- 
self will be chosen an official observer 
at some time. 

“All this sounds pretty democratic,” 
said Bill, “but I still have a question 
The General Convention will be in 
session for probably a week or so 
every two years. That’s not very long. 
Who runs the Church the rest of the 
time?” 

The answer to Bill’s question is 
quite simple—the officers and boards 
which the General Convention desig- 
nates. If Bill will refer again to the 
organizational chart he will observe 
that a black vertical line runs from 
the box representing the General Con- 
vention to the box representing the 
Joint Council. The Joint Council is 
the interim legislative authority and, 
in Bill’s terminology, “runs” the 
Church when the General Convention 
is not in session. 

Because the Joint Council is a large, 


complex group, Bill Davis will 
ably get a clearer picture of its 
tions if he first looks at its co 
nents. 
joined to make it a Joint Council 
The Joint Council will be compg 
of the Church Council, the Boaz 
Trustees, and the Secretary of: 
Church—a total of 56 perso ft: 
half of them laymen. 
The Church Council — 
The Church Council, which 
be dubbed the spiritual wing off 
Joint Council, will be made up oz 
president of the Church (se jan 
chairman), the vice president, thd 
district presidents, one lay repres: 
tive elected from each district, 
three parish pastors and three lay 
elected at large by the Genera 
vention. The district lay re = a 
tives will be elected for a term | 03 
1! 


si Fi 


years and may succeed ther 
once. The representatives elec 
large will serve one six-year 
only. The Church Council will 
at least once a year, and addit 
meetings may be called by the F 
dent. 

The chief duty of the Church € 
cil will be to supervise the Chui 
all spiritual matters not othe 
signed in the Constitution or 
or by the General Convention. 
fore the Church Council wi 
odically review the Church’s work 
make recommendations to the 
ious boards, institutions, and as 
cies. It will also provide leadershiii 
the Church’s cooperative effor rts: 
affiliated relationships with 
Churches and will nominate the n 
bers of the Standing Committ ee 
Relations to Lutheran Churches. 
committee will carry on negoti 
with any and all Lutheran Chu 
on this continent. 

Among other duties the 
Council will appoint the mem ber 
determine the policies of the 
mission on Evangelism, the > 
sion on Research and Social Ae 
and the Standing Committee . on W 
ship and Church Music. 


The first two of these grou 
especially important. The — 
sion on Evangelism (composed | 
president of the Church, two n 
of the Church Council, two 
cal professors, two parish pa 
two laymen) will encourage 
congregations in spreading 
pel and in strengthening ~ 
tional life. The commission 
mend a director of Evangelis 
chosen by the Church Counx 
will engage the necessary 


Hee a posi 


The Connntnslet on | 
Social Action (compos: 
dent of the Church, 


Oe tae Le Woe eee 
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he lay member of the Church Coun- 
el, one theological professor, three 
additional clergymen, and three addi- 
tional laymen) will study social trends 
and problems and will assist the 
Church’s boards and agencies in mak- 
ing their programs relevant to the 
changing attitudes of society. The 
commission will recommend a direc- 
tor of Research and Social Action and 
will engage the necessary staff. 


The Board of Trustees 

_ While the Church Council is look- 
ie after the spiritual affairs of The 
American Lutheran Church, the Board 
of Trustees will be handling all the 
business affairs. Included in these 
duties are: the execution of all prop- 
erty transactions made in behalf of 
The American Lutheran Church or 
any of its divisions or departments; 
the control of Church expenditures, 
ans, and fund raising; and the an- 
jual recommendation of an operating 
budget to the Joint Council. The 
board will also appoint a Personnel 
Cc Committee of five members, at least 
three of them laymen, whose chief 
responsibility will be to make recom- 
nendations concerning working condi- 
ions and salaries in the Church of- 


rill be nine members, at least six of 
them laymen, who will be elected by 
‘the General Convention for a term of 
six years. No member may succeed 

imself more than once. Staff admin- 

strators, elected by the board, will 
be: executive secretary, director of 
‘stewardship, treasurer, auditor, and 
legal counsel. The Board of Trustees 
will meet as often as the business of 
he Church may require, and must 
neet at least once every three months. 


The Joint Council 

a Now back to the Joint Council, 
which includes all the members of the 
Shurch Council and the Board of 
tees, plus the secretary of the 
lurch. As often as necessary, and at 
least once a year, the Joint Council 
will meet in order to deal with emer- 
gency situations and other matters 
hich necessitate action before the 
“next General Convention. Its legisla- 
tive acts, however, will require a ma- 
jority vote of all its members and must 
be presented to the next General Con- 
mtion for review. 
The Joint Council will receive the 
ports and resolutions of the various 
stricts, officers, officials, boards, 

mmmissions, and committees of the 


Convention with its resolutions. 
ce the Joint Council is the interim 
slative authority it will also func- 
as the Church’s interpretative a- 
rey for all requested interpretations 
e Constitution and Bylaws. 


‘ ~ ee 
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‘ch and transmit them to the Gen- 
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“Tll have to admit,” Bill Davis in- 
terrupted, “that I’m beginning to feel 
a lot better about the big powers in 
the new Church. The setup sounds 
pretty good to me—although the Joint 
Council with 56 members is sure go- 
ing to need a big meeting room. May- 
be,” he grinned, “I could sell them a 
public-address system.” 

Without pausing to give serious 
thought to this bright idea, Bill re- 
sumed his quest for knowledge about 
the operation of The American Lu- 
theran Church. “I’m still a bit con- 
fused by this organizational chart,” 
he said. “The Church Council and the 
Board of Trustees are labeled policy- 
determining bodies. But so are the di- 
visions and auxiliaries. What’s the dif- 
ference?” 

Since Bill Davis is a radio-TV man, 
perhaps a program analogy will pro- 
vide the clearest explanation here— 
even though the analogy is far from 
perfect. Just as radio and TV pro- 
grams have sponsors, producers, and 
directors, so in a sense will the pro- 
gram of The American Lutheran 
Church. The sponsors, of course, will 
be the members of the Church. Serv- 
ing in the capacity of the producers 
will be the Church Council and the 
Board of Trustees, since they will do 
the basic planning and _ supervising. 
Similarly, the directors will be the 
boards of the divisions and auxilaries, 
who will actually “put the show on 
the air.” 

A trite but less vulnerable descrip- 
tion of the divisions and auxilaries 
would be “working arms” of the 
Church. Or perhaps they could be 
called the activity centers. Bill Davis 
might even call them channels. It 
makes little difference, really, so long 
as he understands their purpose and 
how they will function. 

The Divisions 

The American Lutheran Church will 
have six divisions — American Mis- 
sions, World Missions, Education, Pub- 
lications, Charities, and Pensions. With 
the exception of Education, each di- 
vision will be headed by a nine-mem- 
ber board elected by the General Con- 
vention. The Division of Education 
will operate through four boards—a 
12-member Board of Theological Edu- 
cation, a 12-member Board of Col- 
lege Education, a nine-member Board 
of Parish Education, and a nine-mem- 
ber Board of Youth Activity. Board 
members in each of the divisions will 
be elected for a term of six years and 
may succeed themselves only once. 

Each division board will be respon- 
sible for establishing the division’s 
policies, supervising its work, and 
choosing its executive director and 
other staff members. It will also make 


regular reports and requests to the 


General Convention, the Board of 
Trustees, and the Church Council. 
Since Bill Davis is especially concern- 
ed about lay participation in the af- 
fairs of the Church, it might be ad- 
ded that every board will have lay 
representation, and that on four of the 
nine boards laymen will predominate. 
American Missions. The major ob- 
jectives of the Division of American 
Missions will be to bring the Gospel 
to unreached communities in the Unit- 
ed States, Canada, and Mexico, and 
to help existing congregations in reach- 
ing out to the unchurched. The board 
will consist of six clergymen and three 
laymen, who will work out various 
policies and plans to achieve the di- 
vision objectives. They will also work 
closely with district committees on 
American Missions, and a representa- 
tive of each district committee will 
serve as an advisory member at the 
board’s annual meeting. z 


World Missions. The task of car-— 
rying the Gospel to areas outside - 
North America, with the particular 
aim of developing independent church © 
bodies, will be the responsibility of 
the Division of World Missions. Its 
board, composed of six clergymen and 
three laymen, will call missionaries — % 
and direct their work, recommend > 
new mission fields to the General Con-— 
vention, and encourage Churches on 
the mission fields to become self-sup- 
porting. “A 

Education. As pointed out earlier, 
the Division of Education will operate | 
through four boards rather than one. 
This may seem confusing, especially 
when it is noted that the division is 
to be divided into three departments, 
but the picture isn’t really as snowy 
as Bill Davis might at first think. — 

The three departments in the Divi-_ 
sion of Education will be the Depart-— 
ment of Parish Education, which will 
have one board (called, oddly enough, 
the Board of Parish Education); the 
Department of Higher Education, 
which will have two boards (a Board 
of College Education and a Board of 
Theological Education); and the De- 
partment of Youth Activity, which will 
have one board (a Board of Youth bh 
Activity). An easy way to remember 
which of the three departments has 
two boards is to associate words. You 
can couple the word higher with eee 


be as follows: Board of Parish Edu 
cation—five clergymen and four ee 
men, of whom at least one must be ¢ S 


y 
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of Youth Activity—four clergymen and 
five laymen, of whom at least two 
must be women. 

Briefly stated, the objectives of the 
Department of Parish Education will 
be to plan curriculum material and 
to assist congregations in the religious 
instruction of their members. The task 
of the Department of Higher Educa- 
tion will be to supervise the Church’s 
colleges and the units of its theologi- 
cal seminary for the purpose of pre- 
paring pastors and other church work- 
ers and of providing an opportunity 
for youth to obtain a Christ-centered 
education. The duty of the Depart- 
ment of Youth Activity will be to en- 
courage the Church’s youth in Chris- 
tian faith, service, and fellowship, 
and to interest the unchurched. 

Publication. As one would logically 
suppose, the chief work of the Divi- 
sion of Publication will be to-publish, 
that is, to prepare and distribute print- 
ed material for and about the Church. 
The Board of Publication will be com- 
posed of four clergymen and five lay- 
men, and its executive director will 
be the general manager and treasurer 
of the division’s institutions. Among 
the board’s responsibilities will be 
the publication of an official church 
periodical, to be called The Lutheran 
Standard, and the direction of the 
Church’s publishing firm, to be called 
the Augsburg Publishing House. The 
board will also cooperate with Parish 
Education in the preparation of cur- 
riculum material. 

Charities. In order to minister to 
people with special social, physical, 
and mental needs, The American Lu- 
theran Church will work through a 
Division of Charities, headed by a 
board of three clergymen and six lay- 
men. The chief duties of the board 
will be to give direction to church- 
owned charitable institutions, to offer 
guidance in the establishment and 


- operation of church-related institutions 
and welfare agencies, to cooperate in 
_ the operation and maintenance of an 


integrated system of Lutheran health 
and welfare service, and to guide and 
promote the interests of the Church in 


_ these areas. 


Pensions. The objectives of the Di- 


_ vision of Pensions will be to strengthen 


the Church by making available a re- 


_ tirement income for the clergy and 


eligible laity in the Church and to 


_ establish a fund for emergency bene- 
* fits. The Board of Pensions will con- 


sist of three clergymen and six lay- 
men. 
The Auxiliaries 
In terms of the analogy cited earlier 
a second group of “directors” in the 


a program of The American Lutheran 


Church will be the auxiliaries—-al- 


_ though their direction will be concern- 
ed more with the members supporting 
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the Church’s work than with the 
actual operation, which will be direct- 
ed by the divisions. 

The American Lutheran Church will 
have three auxiliaries—the Brother- 
hood of The American Lutheran 
Church, the Women of The American 
Lutheran Church, and the Luther 
League of The American Lutheran 
Church. Their major responsibility 
will be to encourage the members of 
the congregations to participate in the 
activities of the auxiliaries and to be- 
come avenues of Christian growth, 
service, and fellowship. 

Each of the auxiliaries will elect 
its own nine-member board for a term 
of years to be determined by the 
auxiliary. In the men’s and the wom- 
en’s auxiliary the board will select 
an executive director, designate his 
duties, and fix his salary. In the Lu- 
ther League, however, the director 
will be the executive director of the 
Department of Youth Activity (a de- 
partment in the Division of Educa- 
tion). In addition to developing pro- 
grams for their own members all three 
auxiliaries may conduct general pro- 
grams such as missionary education, 
Boy Scout activities, and vocational 
guidance for youth. 

Coordinating the work of the auxil- 
iaries will be a Council of Auxiliary 
Activities, composed of the executive 
director of each auxiliary and three 
members of each auxiliary board. 

“T think,” said Bill Davis, “that I’m 
beginning to see things more clearly 
—at least so far as the Divisions and 
Auxiliaries are concerned. But what 
in the world happened to the Church 
officers? Aren’t they important?” 

The Church Officers 

It would be an understatement to 
tell Bill Davis, “Yes, the officers are 
important.” They’re essential. The 
reason they have not been considered 
until now is simply that their work 
will span all of the Church’s opera- 
tions. Without first getting an over- 
view of the organizational structure, 
it would be somewhat difficult to un- 
derstand the work of the officers. 

The American Lutheran Church will 
have three general officers—a _ presi- 
dent, a vice-president, and a secretary. 
All three will be elected by majority 
vote of the registered delegates at 
the General Convention. The presi- 
dent must be chosen from the clergy 
roster and will be elected for a term 
of six years. The vice-president also 
must be a clergyman and will be 
elected for two years. The secretary 
may be either a clergyman or a lay- 
man and will be elected for a term 
of six years. All three officers may 
serve an unlimited number of terms. 

As would be expected, the president 
will be the key man in The American 
Lutheran Church. He will serve as 
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spiritual leader of the Church and a 
president of the corporation. He 
preside at the conventions of the 
Church and prepare an annual report! 
on the state of the Church. He willl 
also serve as an advisory member of 
all boards of the Church except the 
Board of Appeals and Adjudicati n,. 
supervise the work of the district 
presidents, serve as chairman of the 
group designated to nominate presi 
dents and professors of the units of 
theological seminary, attend dist 
conventions whenever possible, 
supervise the Office of Public ] 
tions and the Church’s service to. 
tary personnel. , 
The vice-president’s only resp 
bility will be to serve on the Chu 
Council and the Joint Council. 


URCH COUNCIL 
46 Members 
eciriaal Interpretation) 


Standing Committee 
on Worship and 


Church Music 


, if the president dies or resigns, 
_ vice-president will assume the 
sidency until the next General Con- 


y e “eecretary of The American Lu- 
n Church will have a number of 


y of the Church’s archives and 
ther and publish the Church 
ics. He will keep convention 
a poaity convention resolutions, 


sible for pivsioal arrangements 
for registration at these con- 
, and will maintain a record of 
and advisory members in 
ce. He will also issue certifi- 
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THE CHURCH BODY (Congregations) 


GENERAL CONVENTION 


(Highest Legislative Authority) 


JOINT COUNCIL 


56 Members 
Church Council, Board of Trustees, Sec. 
(Interim Legislative Authority) 


cerned of convention resolutions. 

Should either the president or the 
secretary need executive assistants, he 
may consult the Church Council, 
which will have the authority to elect 
such assistants. 

When Bill Davis finished tracing 
the structural patterns of the new 
Church, a pleased expression swept 
across his face. He was obviously im- 
pressed. 

“You know,” he said, “I’m actually 
beginning to get excited about this 
new Church. I’m not sure I under- 
stand all the details of its operation, 
but it sounds as if all of us are going 
to have an opportunity to work and 
serve together in a _ well-organized 
way.” - 

Bill Davis has evaluated the new 


Church’s structure with more than a 


BOARD of TRUSTEES 


9 Members 
(Financial Interpretation) 


LUTHER 
LEAGUE 


little insight. Even though he may not — 
understand all the complexities he has — 
grasped the basic patterns of how The | 
American Lutheran Church will oper- | 
ate, and he has recognized his own © 
opportunities and responsibilities. Now 
he wants to know about the practi- — 
calities. He wants a description of — 
the visible workings of the Church. © 
Specifically, he wants to know how © 
the Church will carry out its respon- — 
sibilities in education, welfare, mis- — 
sions, and other “seeable” areas. : 

“I know it would be impossible to — 
cover every phase of the Church’s 
work,” Bill said. “But I’d at least like © 
to get some sort of picture of our 
schools, for example. That’s something © 
I can see.” x 


Next: “Look Over the Campuses.” 


‘ 


10 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


PATRICK, THE CHRIST-POSSESSED 


How many Irish are there in your congregation? 
Probably not very many. We almost take it for granted 
that if one is Irish he is Roman. Yet this is rather strange 
for Patrick, their patron saint, whose day is kept with 
parades and celebrations wherever there are Irish peo- 
ple in the world, was intensely evangelical. His was no 
formal faith, but a personal relationship with Jesus his 
Saviour. 


Born in 372 of Christian parents in the Roman province 
of Scotland, south of the Clyde, Patrick learned about 


_ Jesus but did not know Him. His father was a deacon, 


so outwardly Patrick was a Christian, but inwardly he 
was not committed to Christ. His conversion did not 
take place until the age of sixteen, when, having been 
carried off by pirates to Ireland, he was put to tending 
sheep, and there, like the prodigal son, he “came to him- 
self.” 


Escaping from slavery, he made his way to France 
where he received further instruction in the Christian 
Faith, but the memory of his former masters lost in 
paganism gave him no rest. Called in a vision by night, 
he finally returned to Ireland to convey the gospel to 
his former captors. He gathered them about him in the 
open field and told them the good news of salvation in 
Jesus. So sincere were his words that they touched 
the hearts of peasants and chiefs alike. But the task of 
leading a people from pagan superstition to saving faith 
‘was no easy one. It took untold patience and endless 
_ effort beneath the grace of God. So self-denying were 


7 - Patrick’s labors among this people that a host of legends 


became associated with his name, besides numerous 
miracles, and a supposed visit to Rome and connections 


3 with the Roman Church. Of none of this does Patrick 


make mention in his autobiographical “Confession.” In- 
_ stead, his deep reliance upon God in Christ are beauti- 
_ fully preserved for us in the hymn he wrote for his 
breastplate which has been translated by Mrs. C. F. 


Alexander. 


I Bind unto myself today 
The power of God to hold and lead, 


John W. Nielsen, Edite 


His eye to watch, His might to stay, 
His ear to hearken to my need. 

The wisdom of my God to teach, 
His hand to guide, His shield to ward; 

The word of God to give me speech, 7 
His heavenly host to be my guard. 


Christ be with me, Christ within me, 

Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 

Christ to comfort and restore me, 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, 

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger = | 

Can we fail to claim this Christ-possessed man | of t 

Fifth Century? And with his concern can we in Iq 

reach his people and all men with the Gospel of Jes 

Christ? This be our task! a | 
IWN. 
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Walther League Messenger V 
Freedoms Foundation Award 


The Walther League Messenger, youth magariné i 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, was named 4 
recipient of the 1958 Freedoms Foundation 
Washington Honor Medal. The annual ae 
were announced Sunday at Valley Forge, Pa., at | sp 
ceremonies honoring the 227th anniversary of Geon 
Washington’s birth. i. |i 

The youth magazine received the award for i is 
torial material in the past year relating citize 
Christian living. aes 

The Walter League Messenger is published 
in, Chicago. Its editor is the Rev. Alfred P. 


of Communications. It is the official public al 
Missouri Synod’s youth group which has | 
youth societies with a piece 2 110,000 00 
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Teen-Age Commandments 
1, Stop and think before you drink. 
2. Don’t let your parents down. They brought you up. 


3. Be humble enough to obey. You will be giving 
orders yourself someday. : 


4. At the first moment turn away from unclean think- 
ing. 


5. Don’t show off when driving. If you want to race, 
go to Indianapolis. 


ns bee ae ih 4 


6. Choose a date who would make a good mate. 


7. Go to church faithfully. The Creator gives us ae 
week. Give Him back at least an hour. 8 


8. Choose your companions carefully. You are what — 
they are. : 


9. Avoid following the crowd. Be an engine, not a ca- 
boose. 


10. Recall the original Ten Commandments. 


ORS eee a eee SY Pe Ye wen NR Bee 


—From the North Wisconsin District Messenger | 
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ges no carried Jesus’ cross Youth Office Bulletin Board 

o 2. The betrayer of Jesus 

4 3. The disciple to whom Jesus said, “I am the way, the = : 

Zi truth. and the life.” TWIXT TWELVE AND TWENTY 

ee ; : 

_ 4. The disciple who asked Jesus to show them the 

4 “a By Pat Boone 

> ’ . ©. . ths : a 
5. Jesus’ words to the disciples in Gethsemane atte Pa Rama Ce ee 


_ 6. Pilate’s question to Jesus JOY THIS WELL WRITTEN BOOK BY THE POPU- 
a 7. The cry of the crowd LAR SINGER PAT BOONE. A MEMBER OF THE 
~ 8. One of Jesus’ statements from the cross CHURCH OF CHRIST, PAT BOONE AS a 
ee ; , GUEST SERMONS TO CONGREGATIONS ALL OVER 
_ 9. The disciple to whom Jesus committed His mother THE COUNTRY. 


. The brook which Jesus crossed on His way to Geth- ; 
IN “TWIXT TWELVE AND TWENTY” HE PIC- 


Ss “3 See TURES THE STRUGGLES OF THE TEEN-AGERS 
11. The mountain where the garden was located WITH UNDERSTANDING AND INSIGHT. SPAR- 
12. One of the sons of Zebedee who was with Jesus in KLING WITH WHOLESOME HUMOR, THE BOOK | 
the garden SHOWS HOW CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES CAN BE | 
APPLIED TO THE OFTEN STRAINED RELATION- } 
3. The disciple who denied Jesus SHIPS BETWEEN TEEN-AGERS AND PARENTS. } 
14. The father-in-law of the high priest HIS PERSONAL CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY IS — 


. The Roman governor of Judaea CLEARLY stream ‘ : t 


. The puppet king of Galilee PUBLISHERS, PRENTICE HALL. PRICE, $2.95. | 
_A son of the man who carried Jesus’ cross ; 


One of the men who buried Jesus 


“ind your answers in the Passion accounts of the 


ur Gospels. 
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THE MEETING PLACE 


By W. Everett Henry 


The meeting place of man with God 
Is at the Cross of Calvary, 


WHERE IS THE PASTOR? 


: “Say Sam, I wonder why the pastor 
_ doesn’t come to see Grampa.” 


“Well, Mary, I suppose he doesn't 
know that Grampa is sick.” 


— “Doesn’t know? Why everybody 
_ knows that Grampa is sick. His friends 
have been calling up all week asking 
’ about him.” 

“Well, that’s because you’ve told 
everybody in town about it, except 
the pastor. The doctor didn’t know 
until you called him, did he, Mary?” 
_ “Well, that’s different. You always 
have to call the doctor. The pastor 
comes without being called.” 


“Do you think it’s because he is a 
“mind reader, Mary, or does somebody 
tell him?” 

“Oh I suppose somebody tells him.” 

“Do you think Grampa would still 
be alive if you had waited until the 
doctor accidentally found out about 
* him?” 

“You know very well, Sam, that 

the doctor got here just in time. Say, 
maybe I ought to call the pastor, too.” 
_ Hello, pastor? This is Mary. Did 
you know that Grampa is sick again? 
you didn’t? Oh, I thought everybody 
knew! Will you come over?” : 
: _ “Well Sam, the pastor said he’d te 
fright over. And I think I see a light. 
Did you know that Grampa told me 
not to call the pastor? Yet he keeps 
telling all his friends that he cannot 
understand why the pastor doesn’t 
come to see him! Do you get it?” 


Where sinless man and holy God 
In strange and wondrous unity 
Assumed the cost of all our sin. 


There, nailed in suffering and shame, 

The One in whom the Godhead dwelt, 

Whose greatness passed all earthly thrones, 
In agony a moment felt 

Our sin conceal his Father’s face. 


But through that darkness broke the light 

That marks for every man the place 

Where sinful soul and mighty.God 

May come together face to face 

And find no barrier between. 
—Watchman-Examiner 


“Sure do, Mary. He just wants to 
see how long before the pastor misses 
him. It’s a way that old people have 
of finding out if anybody cares for 
them.” 

“It seems to me that’s a big order 
for the pastor, Sam. There must be 
several hundred older people in the 
congregation. How is he supposed to 
know the minute one of them wants 
him? I’m going to give him an assist 
after this.” 

—Selected 


CONTRAST 
By Alice Hansche Mortenson 
Doubt cries, “It is impossible! 
You can’t, you can’t go on!” 


Faith softly whispers, “Yes, you can. 
Just trust in God. Be calm.” 


Doubt cries, “Look down! Your path 
is steep 
And rough with stones and brier!” 
Faith gently says, “I’ll take your hand. 
It’s beautiful up higher.” 


Doubt has not one thing to give 
But “going back” alone; 

Faith has God—eternal life— 
And heirship to a throne! 


MUSINGS ON AGING 
How do I know my youth has been 
spent? 
Because my “Get up and Go” got 
up and went. 
But in spite of all that, I'm able to 
grin 


FIRESIDE 


When I think where my “Get. 
and Go” has been. 
Old age is golden, I’ve heard it said 
But sometimes I wonder as I ge 


into bed 
My ears in a drawer, my teeth in | 
cup, 
My eyes on the table until I wa = 
up— ne | 
Ere sleep dims my eyes I say to. my 
self 


on the shelf?” 
But I’m happy to say, as I close my 
door, | 
My friends are the same as in daysg 
of yore. | 
When I was young, my slippers were® 
RED 

I could kick my heels right overy 
my head. 
When I grew up, my slippers were: 
BLUE 
But then I could dance the whole 23 
night through. 
Now I’m old my slippers are BLAC 
I walk to the corner and puff my} 
way back. 
The reason I know my youth has been] 
spent 
My “Get up and Go” has got up a 
went. 
But I really don’t mind when I th . : 
with a grin 

Of all the places my “Get up” hi 
been. 
Since I have retired from life’s cor m- 


“Ts there anything else I should! la | 


petition 
I busy myself with complete repeti- 
tion. oy 
I get up each morn and dust off m} 


wits = 
Pick up the paper and read tl 

Obits— 

If my name is missing I know tr 

not dead 

So I eat my breakfast and oN pac! 

to bed. 


on: room. “Does your anna h 
den?” “No,” was the answer, 
pop just growls all over the ho p 


- 


“Why,” exclaimed an impatie 
band, “were women made so k b 
and so dumb?” Som 


“We are beautiful,” retor 
wife, “so that men can lov 
dumb so that we oe 


4 ie © 
an a. 
Hy “ 


March 16, 1959 


FURROWS OF GOD 
| (Continued from page 3) 
sutheran orientation, that at the sixth annual meeting of 
hese congregations they should take the historic step of 
Wganizing the “Iglesia Evangelica Luterana—Sinodo de 
Solombia.” No unwholesome nationalistic spirit prompted 
Bs independent organization. These Colombia Lutheran 
Shristians are conscious of their small part in the Church 
Universal in which larger sense no church group should 
want to be “indigenous.” They are appreciative of outside 
nelp in prayer, love and financial aid. Yet they are an in- 
digenous group in the sense that we dare to believe that 
their Lutheran witness would continue undaunted even 
if the skeleton missionary forces (of three ordained men, 
two missionary wives, and four single ladies) were to be 
pulled out of Colombia today. 
_ The Colombia Mission, from the beginning, has seen the 
importance of education and has understood, to some extent 
at least, that the primary objective of Christian missions is 
not only to preach the Gospel but to provide the permanent 
means by which the Gospel can be continuously preached 
and the Church rooted in native soil. 
~ Toward this end the training school for evangelists and 
teachers (Instituto Biblico-Cultural) has served effectively. 
Three of the four ordained Colombian pastors now serving 
congregations are products of this school, having received 
later their regular theological training abroad. Three evan- 
gelists now serving are graduates of this school. So are a 
dozen grade school teachers and a goodly number of active 
and responsible members throughout the churches. The 
Synod has at present two men in seminaries abroad (“Fac- 
ultad Luterana de Teologia” in Argentina and “Seminario 
Augsburgo” in Mexico) and is grooming others for theo- 
logical training. The director of Synod’s entire educational 
set-up (including training school program, elementary 
schools and parish education) is a young Colombian, trained 
in the Tunja University Normal School with post-graduate 
training and Master’s degree at the University of Minnesota. 
- Only one foreign missionary is full-time pastor of a con- 
f@regation. The rest are in education, parish, literature and 
administrative work. A frank and wholesome relation of 
cooperation and Christian understanding exists between the 
foreign and local personnel. 
_ What is then the outreach of this infant church and its 
impact upon its surroundings? It consists of a daily, con- 
scious and concerted Christian witness by its members in 
the different walks of life, the divine services and Sunday 
Schools in seven congregations and eleven preaching places, 
the action of a live youth organization, “Juventud del Castil- 
lo Fuerte” (“Youth of the Mighty Fortress’). 
The results, though not so flattering, can be pointed up 
in a tangible way by a glance at the gains God has given 
‘us insofar as they can be registered by the 1958 statistics. 
- During the year 105 new members were received; two by 
adult baptism, 37 by infant baptism, and 66 by adult con- 
mation, which represents a gain of about 22%. Nearly 
of the 37 infants baptized are children of members. The 
members received through adult confirmation are con- 
rerts from nominal Romanism. 
Young people of the Church are reaching the marriage- 
e age and will be making their own homes. When one 
looks into the faces of the congregation, he is impressed 
yy the large percentage of children and young people. For 
xample, “The Good Shepherd” at Socota has 32 confirmed 
embers and a total of 85 souls, which means that there 
53 children. a 
This factor, together with the outreach into new areas, 
s that the Colombia Synod has by the grace of God 
omising future. Two new areas were opened during 
‘La Dorada in the scorching Magdalena River Valley 
Rechiniga in the chilly uplands of the Andes. 
rethren, pray for us!” 
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+ THE WEEK AT DANA. 


your midcontinent college 


1959-60 APPLICATIONS 


As of February 24, 56 high school seniors had applied 
for admission to Dana College for the 1959-60 school 
year. A year ago, at this time, only 33 high school sen- 
iors had applied. Of the total applications received 34 
are completed and 22 are as yet incomplete. The figure 
from last year includes all applications received, both 
complete and incomplete. 


MIDWEST AAU GIRLS BASKETBALL 


Dana College will play host to the Class A Midwestern 
AAU Women’s Basketball Tournament beginning next 
week. Six games have been scheduled in the Dana gym 


The following week, two games will be played every 
day, with the finals scheduled for Saturday, March 21. 


Ten teams have entered the Class A competition, with 
Commercial Extension of Omaha defending their 1958 — 
title. Other teams entered are: Dana College Viking- 
ettes, Omaha Breezes, Roth Packing Company of Omaha, 
three teams from Council Bluffs, Iowa, and one from 


Sioux City, Iowa. 


* 
4 


| 


JENSEN HIGH SCORER Z F 


" 


is 
d 
This is the first time since 1950 that the Midwestern 
AAU Women’s Class A Tournament has been held out- 
side of Omaha. ; 


The Dana Vikings completed their second season in 


the Nebraska College Conference with a 4 win, 14 lost 
record, for eighth place in the conference. 


Senior Dick Jensen took individual scoring honors — 
for the season with 349 points in 18 conference and four 
non-conference games, and a season average of 159 
points per game. ‘ 


Jensen finished fifth in individual scoring in the NCC. 
with 276 points scored in conference competition. 


Pay Se Ne 
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Dr. Behnken and “a State of Flux” 


AN EDITORIAL 


; 
The Missouri Synod has always said 
at it will be glad to discuss Lutheran 
ity and cooperation, if it can be 
me on the basis of doctrinal discus- 
ons. The present president of the 
0. Synod, Dr. John W. Behnken, also 
ated in the 1949 May issue of the 
itheran Quarterly that Lutherans 
ould meet in Free Conferences “and 
| the basis of Scripture and the Lu- 
Confessions in a spirit of love 
es loyalty to the truth, in a 
a of humble submission to Scrip- 
, in a spirit of frankness and 
y discuss one doctrine after the 
.’ Last year the National 


Mo. Synod to meet with the Na- 
onal Lutheran Council bodies for 
exploratory talks. These discus- 
would have included theological 
versations. 


Dr. Behnken, however, wrote a let- 
r to the NLC meeting in Milwaukee 
rly in February, declining to meet 
ith the NLC churches. He gives as 
© main reasons that “The New TA- 
S hay American Lutheran Church) 


inal position is at ha Bie] in a 
of flux.” 


said the same about the other 
rger being negotiated by the Aug. 
heran Church, the U.L.C.A., the 
L.C., and the Suomi Synod. 

1 good deal of comment has been 
, because of this letter and 


: “state of flux” accusation? 
the ALC has stated its doctrinal 
on clearly in the United Testi- 
on Faith and Life. It also gives 
r confession in its constitution 
e IV, Section 1, where it says: 
the American Lutheran Church ac- 
all the canonical books of the 
and New Testaments as a whoie 
in all their parts as the divinely 


and life. 
tion 2 of the same article says: 


the Apostolic, 
Athanasian; 
(2) The Unaltered Augsburg Con- 
fession and Luther’s Small Catechism. 
In Section 3 of the same article “The 
ALC receives the other documents in 


the Nicene, and the 


the Book of Concord of 1580 ... and 
recognizes them as normative for its 
theology.” 


Is this what Dr. Behnken calls “a 
state of flux?” We fail to understand 
that a great church leader can make 
such a statement. 

Dr. Behnken’s statement leaves us 
bewildered. It is almost the method 
of Khrushchev. He gets a kind invita- 
tion, and he seems to accept it with 
joy, but the next day he blasts the 
West and denounces it stating that it 
has bad intentions. 

What does Dr. Behnken mean? Does 
he mean that he allies himself with 
the so-called radical fundamentalists 
in the land? Or are we to accept Dr. 
Behnken’s statement from the point 
of view that the Mo. Synod’s doctrinai 
position has become so ossified that 
it prevents its leaders and its church 
from moving? 

If the doctrinal position, which we 
described above, indicates “a state of 
flux,’ we may hope that Dr. Behnken 
also gets into “a state of flux.” 

Let us repeat: If adherence to the 
Bible and the Lutheran Confessions 
suggests a state of flux, where does 
Dr. Behnken come in? 

We know there are many Mo. Synod 
pastors and members who deplore the 
statement of Dr. Behnken. They do 
not like the bang with which he closed 
the door. But we are sorry that so 
few of them have the courage to 
stand up and be counted. However, it 
may be, when Dr. Behnken’s state- 
ment becomes generally known, that a 
smouldering dissatisfaction will break 
out. 

We have constantly bent over back- 
wards to please the Mo. Synod. That 
is why we have rejoiced in her co- 
operation in a number of things in 


- the NLC. We have even permitted the 


Mo. Synod to make a line of demarka- 
tion in the services centers. We are 
sure that the NLC will continue to 
let Mo. Synod have the benefit of the 
Council. But we ask in all kindness: 
Why do you want to make use of 
our services at all, since we are peo- 
ple in such a state of flux? 

Dr. Behnken’s statement and refusal 


15 
and the Mo. Synod’s cooperation in 
several matters seem to demand an 
explanation. 

Let us conclude these remarks by 
addressing ourselves to Dr. Behnken: 

We are sure you don’t feel well 
as you sit there in your ossified chair. 
It is very uncomfortable for you. That 
is no doubt the reason for your strange 
statement. How can you get out of 
this uncomfortable position? There is 
only one way out. First you must ad- 
mit you are wrong. Every great lead- 
er can make mistakes. It is human to 
err. Then get up! Take the manly 
step you suggested in 1949. There is 
still time. 


STAY-AT-HOME NIGHT 


A “stay-at-home-and-e nj 0 y-your- = 
family night” was held in Maplewood, _ 
a suburb of St. Louis, Mo, by the — 
Young Married People’s Society of i 
Concordia Lutheran Church. = 

The “night” was scheduled when the = 


congregation decided to do something 
about the increasing number of meet- _ 
ings, even church gatherings. 
As an added note, just to be sure all 
the members were present, roll call x 
was taken by phone. ; 


NEWS AND NOTES > 
‘Continued from page 2) oe 


trinal statement approved by all three _ 
uniting Churches, and in the preamble ~ 
to the proposed constitution of the — eS 
new church body. 


Evan, Minn., Wesley M. Anderson, ~ 
pastor. A fine Public Address System 
has been installed in the St. Matthew 
Lutheran Church in Evan, Minn. This _ 
gift was donated by the A. J. Johnson = 
family in memory of Mr. Johnson, who — 
passed away in December of last "year. ” 

The “System” was installed in the 
church on Feb. 12th; and was dedicat- — 
ed at the Morning Worship Service on ~ 
Sunday, Feb. 15th. a 

During the past year the church 
also received new Altar and Pulpit — 
hangings in the liturgical colors of © 
the church as memorial gifts. These — 
have added a great deal toward beauti- 
fying the church, and adding be b 
to the worship. ; 


GUYER AND HANSEN 

LOANS ; 

INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE . 

Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 


H. Lyle Guyer P. V. E 


CAPITOL UNIVERSITY Ltt 
COLUMBUS 9g OHIO : 


RARY 
z 


You can do a wonderful thing for your child 


You can give your child a vitally important gift 
for the future, through a new plan developed by 
Lutheran Brotherhood. Any time before your child 
is 14 years old, you can give him his own $2,500 life 
insurance policy—for only $7.50 per year. That’s 
barely 2¢ a day. And at age 18, the policy auto- 
matically converts to $5,000 of permanent insur- 
ance. The coverage is doubled, with no physical 


examination required. Why not find out more about _ 
this sensible, low-cost way to help your child pre- 
pare for his future? Call your Lutheran Brotherhood 
representative, or write to us at the home office. 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 
701 Second Avenue South, Minneapolis 2, Minn. 


Living benefits for Lutherans through life insurance 


